
 

HACCEA Files a Legal Grievance 

 As you may already know, HACCEA filed a legal grievance against the College. 
HACCEA had first attempted to resolve this issue internally. 
 
HACCEA's Grievance: The College violated College Policies 031, section 13 (By-
Laws of The Board of Trustees) and 033 (Faculty Organization Constitution) in 
regard to open access for faculty to the meetings of the Board of Trustees Finance 
Sub-Committee.  CP 033 stipulates that the Vice-President of Operations House 
“will normally attend the finance-related sub-committee of the Board of Trustees.”  In 
the absence of attendance by the Vice-President of Operations House (schedule 
conflicts, etc.), the Faculty Organization President has attended those sub-
committee meetings.  This has been past practice for over 10 years and should be 
continued in conformity to status quo.  Also bearing upon open access to such 
meetings is the Sunshine Act, applying to “any state or local government body and 
all sub-units appointed by that body that perform an essential government function 
and exercises authority to take official action or render advice.  This can include 
boards, councils, authorities, commissions, and committees” (Citizens’ Guide to the 
Right-to-Know Law and the Sunshine Act).  As such, Sub-committee meetings shall 
be open to all faculty except as permitted by the act for the purpose of Executive 
Sessions. 

 
The Colleges response after two meetings:  "The Board of Trustees Committee 
meetings have not been open to the public. However, there has been guests invited 
by invitation only. Unlike the full Board of Trustees meetings, the Committee 
meetings are not advertised on HACC public website. There is not a quorum of 
Board of Trustees in attendance and no decisions are made. The Finance 
Committee agendas are not sent prior to the meetings to the public, only those who 
have been invited. The Committee meeting schedule has not been posted on 
HACC’s public site. The College is following the Sunshine Act." 

 
and 



"The Union contends the Board of Trustees Sub-Committee meetings should be 
open to all faculty except as permitted by the act for the purpose of Executive 
Sessions. The Board of Trustees Committees have not been open to the public. 
Guests are invited by invitation only. Most importantly, there is not a quorum of 
Board of Trustees in attendance and no decisions are made at any committee 
meeting. Unlike the full Board of Trustees meetings, the Committee meetings are 
not advertised on HACC public website nor are the agendas and minutes published 
to the public. More specifically, the Finance Committee agendas are not sent prior to 
the meetings to the public, only those who have been invited. The Finance 
Committee meeting schedule has not been posted on HACC’s public site. The 
College is following the Sunshine Act." 

 
We have tried to settle this matter internally, but the College has denied our request 
for remedy.  

 
Hence, on Wednesday, May 3rd, HACCEA filed with the Dauphin County Court of 
Common Pleas an action to demand that the College follow the Sunshine Act: 
Details can be found at www.HACCEA.org. 

 
 

http://www.haccea.org/

